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Updates: 
Alejandra Barrera is currently the longest detained trans 
woman held by ICE at the Cibola County Correctional Center 
in New Mexico. The treatment of trans women being held is 
unbelievable. #FreeAlejandra! 
 

Here are updates: 
○ The situation in Cibola is bad: trans women are reporting that 

they are not being given access to adequate health services. Most 
recently, advocates reported that one woman was kept in 
medical segregation for over a month with inadequate care. 

○ Just last week, Translatin@ Coalition and Amnesty International 
received letters signed by 29 trans women in Cibola outlining the 
horrible conditions they are living in. Trans women inside of 
Cibola have expressed that their medical needs are critical and 
they are not being believed or given the needed medical 
treatment. You can read the letter yourself -- it’s included here at 
the end. Their call to us is clear: the situation is untenable and 
we need a serious intervention immediately.  

○ ICE has denied Alejandra’s  requests for parole FIVE times and 
has held her in detention for over a year-and-a-half.  

○ We have worked with the National Immigrant Justice Center 
(NIJC) to file a petition for writ of habeas corpus on Alejandra’s 
behalf, arguing that her prolonged detention violates the Fifth 
Amendment’s due process protections against indefinite 
detention. Alejandra requested parole five times since her arrival 
in the United States in November 2017, but she has never had the 
opportunity to appear before a judge to determine whether her 
detention is justified. 

○ In its most recent denial, ICE for the first time gave a new basis for 
refusing to grant parole: Alejandra had “testified” to a criminal 
conviction during her credible fear interview. According to her 
lawyer, this is a misrepresentation of her testimony and 
inaccurate. 
 
 



The campaign targets:  
○ We are still calling on the El Paso Field Office Director, Corey 

Price, to grant Alejandra parole. 
○ We are working with Congressional Representatives to have 

them send messages directly to Corey Price AND the ICE 
Congressional liaison. 

○ The email address for the ICE Congressional Liaison is: 
ice-congressionalrelations@ice.dhs.gov  

○ Corey Price’s email is corey.a.price@ice.dhs.gov.  
○ Direct letters, petitions, emails, can be sent to Mr. Price, but the 

Congressional work is what is most effective at this stage. 
 
What you can do:  

○ Email or call your member of Congress and ask them to take 
action for Alejandra! If they already have, great, they can again! If 
they haven’t, it’s not too late.  

○ Email them using the template letter provided below, or put it in 
your own words. Please be sure to make these points: 

■ Provide an intro and/or update on Alejandra’s case  
■ Ask them to email Corey Price and the ICE Congressional 

Liaison demanding Alejandra’s immediate parole and 
expressing concern over the handling of her previous 
parole requests 

■ Ask them to request answers from Corey Price regarding 
ICE’s failure to provide Alejandra with adequate healthcare 

■ Ask for an in-person meeting to discuss Alejandra’s case, 
and the issue of trans women in immigration detention. 

○ Offer the congressional office the template letter to ICE. 
○ If they have any follow-up questions or you want talking points to 

bring to meeting with Congressional officials, or you want to tell 
us how your meeting went, email Alli Jarrar at Amnesty 
International: Alli.Jarrar@amnesty.org.  
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Sample letter to Congressional offices 
 
To the office of Congressperson XX:  
 
I’m writing to you today about Ms. Alejandra Barrera, a trans woman from El 
Salvador who has been in US immigration detention since November 2017.  
 
I am hoping your office can intervene in her case to help secure her freedom 
because XX (Examples: You have taken action on her behalf before, and we 
need your help again // Congressperson XX is in the Congressional LGBTI 
Caucus / Hispanic Caucus, Progress Caucus, etc. // I’ve reached out to you 
before as a concerned constituent and I’m hoping you can help now) 
 

■ Provide an intro and/or update on Alejandra’s case  
■ Ask them to email Corey Price and the Congressional 

liaison demanding Alejandra’s immediate parole and point 
out that we have serious concerns about her previous 
denials  

■ Ask them to request answers from Corey Price regarding 
ICE’s failure to provide Alejandra with adequate healthcare 

 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Signed,  
 
XX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample letter to ICE from Congress 
 
To: Corey Price (corey.a.price@ice.dhs.gov) 
CC: ICE Congressional liaison (ice-congressionalrelations@ice.dhs.gov) 
 
Dear Mr. Corey Price:  
 
I am writing in regards to disturbing updates my office has received about 
the situation of trans women who are detained in the Cibola County 
Correctional Center in Milan, New Mexico.  
 
I am particularly concerned about the case of a trans woman in detention, 
Ms. Alejandra Barrera (A# 216-269-450). Ms. Barrera is a 44-year-old 
transgender woman from El Salvador who requested asylum at the 
U.S.-Mexico border in November 2017 and has been held in detention by ICE 
ever since. Despite documented health conditions that require specialized 
care, she remains in Cibola and has been denied humanitarian parole five 
times.  
 
I am very concerned about the handling of Alejandra’s multiple requests for 
parole,  based on information that has been passed along to me from her 
legal representatives.  
 
Ms. Barrera has reported she has asked for healthcare six times recently 
because of medical issues she is experiencing, yet has only been referred to a 
doctor once. This is an alarming and perplexing situation, and one that 
demonstrates an inadequate level of care being provided to those in ICE 
custody.  
 
Please respond at your earliest convenience to provide information to my 
office as to when you will contact Ms. Barrera’s legal team, and how you plan 
to provide adequate healthcare services for her while she remains in ICE 
custody. It is my hope that Ms. Barrera will not remain in your custody for 
long, and you will grant her the humanitarian parole she deserves. 
 
Signed,  
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Letter from women in Cibola - Spanish  
 



 
 



Letter from women in Cibola - English translation 
 
Cibola County Correctional Center NM (SOS) 
 
This writing is an exact response to the lies and tricks that have been told on the 
internet and in the media: the photos that were published by ICE and Mr. Miles are a 
complete falsehood. They tricked us, and forced us to sign some photographs and 
videos, in order for us to have access to spaces in the unit and for things that have 
not happened. 
 
The supposed beauty parlor is always closed, and the chairs for the same are in 
storage. The supposed gardening of plants that day was simply a stick that was torn 
off a tree and put into the ground. The food is only that way when there are visits, 
from day to day it is raw and mixed up. The games in the yard only happen if the 
officials are in a good mood and don’t lock us up before the permitted hour. We ask 
them: Why do you not speak of or photograph reality? 
 
People locked up in the hole 
People with HIV receiving poor treatment, isolated and with great depression, 
susceptible to dying here 
The uniforms are washed alongside the mops 
Torn blankets and socks 
People with skin infections 
The drinking water is from the top part of the toilets where we must do our 
necessities. 
The detained women must buy personal hygiene items because the ones they give 
us are of a terrible quality, and what can be bought has a high price (see attached list 
of items and their costs). There are disabled people here. 
 
WE ASK AND DEMAND AN INVESTIGATION, THAT THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT US, THAT THE TRUTH BE TOLD VIA THE MEDIA AND TO NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES. 
 
P.S. We attach the names and signatures of the detained women who are in 
agreement with this writing. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL SOMEONE ELSE DIES TO ACT. 
 
Translation provided by National Immigrant Justice Center, 
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/trans-women-condemn-conditions-cibola-ice
-jail-federal-legal-action-seeks-freealejandra/  
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